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WHAT ISXJLAIMEDIS: 

1 . A method for real-time communication among two or more individuals 
sepAraW in space, comprising the steps of: 

determining that a first individual is likely to be interested in communicating with 

. ' -A 

a second individual via a first communications link; 

\ i 
\ * 

retrievingsjnformation via the first communications link about one or more 

/- 

additional individual^ from electronic memory means associated with the second 
individual; and 

establishing conTmu?^cat/on with at least one of the additional individuals based 
on the retrieved information. 

2. The method of clainfi 1, therein the step of determining that a first individual 
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is likely to be interested in corimunicating with a second individual via a first 
communications link comprises the step < 

establishing communication betweeii^the first individual and the second 
individual. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the communication established between the 
first and second individuals is carried out by telephony. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the communication established between the 
first and second individuals is by real-time telephony. 

5. The method of claim 2, wherein the communication established between the 
first and second individuals comprises exchanges of voice mai\messages. 
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6. The method of claim 2, wherein the communication established between the 
first and second individuals comprises exchanges of text messages. 

7. \ The method of claim 2, wherein the first and second individuals communicate 
via real-time video. - 

8. TWemethod of claim 2, wherein the first and second individuals communicate 
via interactive real-time text communication. r 

9N3Tiem^oi of claim 1, wherein the step of determining that a first individual 
is likely to be intereg^d in communicating with a second individual comprises the steps 
of: 

displaying a representation associated with the second individual to the first 
individual; and 

selecting the representation by the first individual. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the information retrieved from electronic 
memory riteans associated with the second individual is organized in a personal directory 
included in the electronic means. 

1 1 . Themiethod of claim 10 wherein the information about one or more 
individuals in the personal directory is entered manually by the second individual. 

lz^The method of claim 1, wherein the information in the memory is obtained by 
observing pre^jc^is communications between the second individual and one of the 
individuals in the Memory. 
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li\The method of claim 12 wherein the information is organized in a personal 
directory included in the electronic memory. 

1 14. The method of claim 12, wherein the communication established between the 
second individual and one of the individuals in the memory is carried out by telephony. 

15. \The method of claim 12, wherein the communication established between the 
seconi^individual and one of the individuals in the memory is by real-time 
telephc 

16. The m^hod of claim 12, wherein the communication established between the 
second individtfSl anJl oifesctf the individuals in the memory comprises exchanges of voice 




messages. 

17. The method < 



claim 12, wherein the communication established between the 



second individual and one osf the individuals in the memory comprises exchanges of text 
messages. 

18. The method of fclaiiA 12, wherein the second individual and one of the 
individuals in the memory is by real-time video. 

19. The method of claim 12, wherein the communication established between the 
second individual and one of the individuals in the memory communicate via interactive 
real-time text. 

20. The method of claim 12 wherem from observing previous communications 
between the second individual and one of theMndividuals in the memory, the frequency 
with which the second individual communicate^ with the individuals in the memory is 
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determined, and the individuals are sorted in the memory according to the frequency of 
communication. 

2<|c$he method of claim 20, wherein the individuals in the memory that do not 
communicatirvfrequently with the second individual are deleted from the memory after a 
certain amount of time. 

12, The method of claim 10, wherein the second individual sets permissions 
associated to the access of the personal directory by others. 

23\ The method of claim 22, wherein the permissions set allow the personal 
directory associated with the second individual to be accessed by the public. 

24. THe method of claim 22, wherein the permissions set allow the personal 
directory associated with the second individual to be accessed by specific persons or 
group of persons obsignated by the second individual. 

25. The method of claim 22, wherein the permissions set make public a plurality 
of individual records, el^ch record containing information corresponding to each of the at 
least one individuals. 

26. The method of claim 22, wherein the permissions set make available, to 
specific persons or group of persons, a plurality of individual records, each record 
containing information corresponding to each of the at least one individuals. 

27. The method of claim 2x, wherein the permissions set for a given directory 
vary according to a mode of use in acollaborative conferencing session. 
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58. The method of claim 13, wherein the second individual sets permissions 
associated tVthe access of the personal directory by others. 

29. Tha method of claim 28, wherein the permissions set allow the personal 
directory associated with the second individual to be accessed by the public. 

30. The memod of claim 28, wherein the permissions set allow the personal 
directory associated witii the second individual to be accessed by specific persons or 
group of persons designated by the second individual. 

3 1 . The method of olaim 28, wherein the permissions set make public a plurality 
of individual records, each reoprd containing information corresponding to each of the at 
least one individuals. 

32. The method of claim ^8, wherein the permissions set make available, to 
specific persons or group of personsL a plurality of individual records, each record 
containing information corresponding^) each of the at least one individuals. 

33. The method of claim 28, wnerein the permissions set for a given directory 
vary according to a mode of use in a collaborative conferencing session. 

A collaborative conferencing system comprising: 
a lar^e virtual space room; 

a dismay K^r displaying in real-time a representation of only those persons in the 
virtual space room lave been defined as likely to be interesting; and 



>shave 



means for establishing communications with the persons in the virtual space 



room. 
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35. The system of claim 34, wherein the representation of persons includes 
information about the persons. 

36\ The system of claim 34, wherein the collaborative conferencing system is set 
to a mode of random casual conferencing, the random mode enabling the communication 
between two persons that seek an interesting but otherwise random conversation. 

37. The mMhod_of claim 36, wherein the communication comprises two-way 
audio conferencing. 

38. The memodVf claim 36, wherein the communication comprises two-way 
interactive text communicalk n. 

39. The method of claim 36, wherein the communication comprises email 
exchange between the two persons 

40. The method of claim 36,V/herein the communication comprises voice mail 
message exchanges between the person^ 

^f. A collaborative conferencing ^ystem comprising 
/ a large virtual space room comprised of persons from the general public or from 



/ 



private groups or organizations; 

a display for displaying in real-time a rep\esentation of persons from the virtual 
space room; and 

means for establishing communications with fyie persons in the virtual space 

room. 
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42. The system of claim 41, wherein the communications can be established via 
text conferencing or via audio conferencing. 

43. The system of claim 42, wherein the group of persons that form the virtual 
room are partitioned into subgroups. 

44. The s^stefcn of\laim 43, wherein persons in a subgroup only communicate 
with persons within tn&retf^iloup. 

45. The system of clami 44, wherein a person in a subgroup can transfer to 
another subgroup after looking! artiie existence of other subgroups in the display and 
determining another subgroup of interest. 
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